
Legislators at the state and federal levels are re-
sponsible for recommending and approving govern-
ment funding for child abuse prevention and treatment 
spending. In Colorado, state dollars are vital to improv-
ing the child welfare system and keeping children safe. 

Over the past few years, the state has focused on 
expanding the reach and visibility of the statewide child 
abuse hotline. Through this effort, there is now one 
phone number individuals from across the state can call 
to express their concerns – 1-844-CO-4-KIDS. Fol-
lowing the launch of this number and the public aware-
ness campaign to spread the message, the number of 
reports received has increased statewide, which is help-
ing to keep kids safe.  

Another program contributing to this reduction is 
the Colorado Child Welfare Training System (CWTS) 
at the Colorado Department of Human Services 
(CDHS). Over the past three years, Kempe has been 
working closely with state and county human service 
departments to transform CWTS into a state-of-the-
art training program for child welfare professionals 
and community members, including mandatory re-
porters. Last year, CWTS trained more than 5,200 
child welfare professionals. 

“The better training and tools that we can provide 

our caseworkers, the better job they can do protecting 
our kids and removing them from dangerous situations,” 
said Colorado Senator John Cooke. “With help from 
Kempe, the Child Welfare Training System has adopted 
new technology and practices to train our caseworkers 
in a way that makes them better at their jobs.” 

Kempe has also partnered with CDHS and provid-
ers across the state to connect at-risk families to a 
parent support program called SafeCare® Colorado. 
SafeCare® Colorado is an evidence-based home vis-
itation program for at-risk families or those referred 
to the program. The program is currently supporting 
11 sites and over 40 parent support providers to serve 
39 counties and two tribal nations. 

“SafeCare® Colorado has been helping parents 
and caregivers improve their skills when interacting 
with children in the home,” said Colorado Represen-
tative Alec Garnett. “It targets families with children 
in the most critical time, the first 1,000 days. The last 
three years (SafeCare Colorado has existed) has em-
powered parents to deliver the best care they can.” 

Public officials are also considering allocating ad-
ditional funds to prevention, behavioral health, and 
expanding child welfare staffing to support county 
human services agencies.
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The blue ribbon is a national symbol of awareness for child abuse and prevention. Throughout the month of April, look for 
Kempe blue ribbons across Colorado.

It takes a community to create  
happy and healthy children and families.  

Here are a few things you can do: 
 Set aside 15 minutes each day to spend one- 

 on-one time with your child
 Offer to babysit for a family you know
 Encourage your staff to attend school and  

 sporting activities for a child they know

Find more care tips and educational materials 
you can share, download and print at  
www.Kempe.org
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Every April, Kempe raises awareness of child abuse 
prevention through the Blue Ribbon Campaign. A 
grandmother started this movement when she lost 
her grandson who died as a result of abuse. Kempe, 
and organizations across the country, have joined this 
effort to bring awareness to the tragedy of child abuse 
and neglect and to show how much they care for kids. 

Throughout the month, Kempe is partnering with or-
ganizations around the metro-Denver area by encour-
aging everyone to wear a blue ribbon and by sharing posi-
tive ways the community can care for children. 

You can support Kempe during child abuse preven-
tion month through these activities:  

 Wear Blue Day, April 1
 Capitol Event for Child Abuse Prevention  

 Month, April 1
 Colorado Rockies Pre-Game Ceremony,  

 April 12
 Visit Timbuk Toys stores for a free coloring  

 sheet and parenting tips
 Pick up information at Children’s Museum  

 of Denver
 Write your state legislator to thank them  

 for supporting children in your community

Ways to Support Kids 
During Child Abuse 
Prevention Month

“The Colorado Legislature must expand access to 
mental health services available to our young chil-
dren…the Governor has requested an increase of 
100 child-welfare case workers, which is desperate-
ly needed to decrease the backlog in case work,” said 
Rep. Garnett. 

As we recognize April as Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, we acknowledge the good work our legislators 
are doing to improve the child and family well being 
in Colorado.



Building a Community of Excellence
John D. Faught, President & CEO of The Kempe Foundation

In April, we reflect on the importance of communities 
working together to prevent child abuse and neglect, 
and to promote the social and emotional well-being of 
children and families.

Since the early 1990s, there has been a 40% 
reduction in cases of child abuse and neglect nationwide. 
We have come so far in this short amount of time, 

creating public policies to protect our children, providing better services for 
parents and caregivers, and developing intervention and treatment programs to 
help child victims not only survive but thrive. 

However, progress is not enough. The professionals at Kempe will not stop until 
child abuse and neglect have been eradicated.

To this end, we have built a “Center of Excellence” at Kempe where our professionals 
provide leadership, best practices, research and training to change the system and 
help the more than 700,000 child victims of abuse and neglect each year.

We are engaged in state and national policy efforts with an emphasis on 
increasing research funding for the development of prevention and treatment 
interventions within the National Institute of Health and other federal agencies.

We are pursuing research projects for the Department of Defense and the 
federal Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs to evaluate child 
abuse and neglect and how it impacts children in military families.

We are working alongside state and county child welfare agencies to develop 
better and stronger training programs so caseworkers on the frontlines are better 

prepared to serve children and families.
But eradication is a big goal. It means ZERO cases of abuse and neglect. And 

to get to zero, we need to focus on more than changing the system, we need to 
change our social environment.

Looking forward, we are focused on a new goal – building a “Community of 
Excellence.” We cannot leave the work to lawmakers, social workers and researchers 
alone. Rather, we all need to take ownership and understand that every action – no 
matter how big or small – is critical to reaching this goal.

In the coming months, we are launching a campaign to inspire entire 
communities of individuals to join us in eradicating child abuse and neglect. You 
can work alongside our doctors, researchers and child welfare professionals by 
fundraising, engaging and donating to this cause.

Please watch for updates on this campaign, and join us in creating a Community 
of Excellence.

Sincerely, 

John Faught, Esq. 
President & CEO of The Kempe Foundation

Transforming a Family’s Home
The South Metro Denver Realtor® Association (SMDRA) Philanthropies 

awarded a $7,500 grant to Kempe to support the Story Family, a foster family 
that received Kempe’s care. The Story family has eight children, several with 
special needs, including three biological children, four adopted children and one 
foster child. The grant is being used to transform a garage into a livable space with 
interactive elements to build motor skills to help their children thrive.  

“It was at my first Kempe Gala that I learned about the Story family,” said 
Victoria Gartelos, SMDRA board member. “The family’s incredible opening of 
their hearts and home to these children stayed with me and weeks later, as I was 
working on SMDRA Philanthropies, it occurred to me to ask Kempe if there was 
anything that could be done for the Story family, as it related to housing and 

SMDRA’s mission.”  Not long thereafter, the project was underway. 
“This grant means everything, and we are incredibly appreciative to Kempe 

and SMDRA for this gift,” Danielle Story said. “One of our sons has special 
needs, and the bigger he gets, the bigger his needs get. This space will allow us to 
create an extra living area and provide equipment and space that all our children 
can use.”

Since receiving the grant, several businesses have provided additional support 
and services to renovate the home including Stockman Builders, Colorado Quality 
Painting, Frank Stack Interiors – Veteran’s Carpet One, and Haulaway Colorado 
– Castle Rock.  

The project is expected to be completed by summer. 

Contractors begin to transform the Story Family garage into a livable space for their adoptive and foster children thanks to the support of Kempe, South Metro Denver Realtor Association 
Philanthropies and several businesses. 



Did You Know?
48 percent of child abuse and neglect victims need behavioral health treatment, yet only  

25 percent of children in the child welfare system receive these services.
Kempe is addressing this public health crisis by ramping up advocacy efforts for behavioral health care. You can support our efforts to improve Colorado’s behavioral 

healthcare system by making a donation to Kempe and by urging your legislators to allocate additional funding for mental health.
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There’s Much To Be Done
Desmond Runyan, MD, DrPH, Executive Director of The Kempe Center

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services – Children’s Bureau, 
recently released the 25th edition of the Child Maltreatment Study. The data 
indicates nationally there were 3.6 million referrals alleging maltreatment to child 
protection services involving 6.6 million children. Of those referrals, 702,000 
children were confirmed to have been abused or neglected. 

To put this into context, this is nearly the same number of people living in 
Denver County. Imagine, one big city filled with children impacted by neglect, 
physical abuse, psychological maltreatment and sexual abuse. 

While these numbers are staggering, there are also positive reports that some 
children are receiving critical services. The study indicates 1.3 million children 
received post-response services from child protective services, while 2.9 million 
children received prevention services. 

Kempe is one organization leading the way to reduce the number of child victims 
across the nation and internationally. Our Child Protection Team identifies when 
a child has been abused or neglected and links these children and families to vital 
support services, including behavioral health services at the IMHOFF Clinic. Our 
research and education staffs continue to combine thought provoking research 
papers and trainings that are leading communities around the globe to take action 
to put an end to this epidemic. 

As we look to the future, we must rally congress to dedicate additional dollars for 

research to better understand child abuse and neglect and 
how we can prevent it and how to better treat children 
who have been abused.  We must encourage people to be 
observant when they see a child who may be at risk and to 
take appropriate action.  We must engage communities to 
make caring for children a priority.

Even though we have made great strides in child 
abuse and neglect prevention, millions of children still 
need our help. The researchers, clinicians, doctors and professional staff at Kempe 
are taking critical steps to help these children, but it will take everyone, including 
you, to truly eradicate this issue from our communities.

 
Sincerely, 

Desmond Runyan, MD, DrPH
Executive Director of The Kempe Center

Help us build the foundation for an exciting public awareness 
campaign aimed at bringing the community together to eradicate 
child abuse and neglect. To inspire others to take action, we are ask-
ing you to share inspiring stories of how you, your family, and your 
friends have supported the movement to keep our children safe. 

We are looking for all types of stories – from fundraising through 
community events to support the important work of Kempe, to 
taking extra time with your neighbor to ensure they feel supported 
as a busy parent, to inspiring others through the intervention work 
you do every day. 

Every positive action in the life of a child contributes to our end 
goal – and your story will inspire others to join us! 

Share your story and learn more by contacting us at  
starlingproject@barefootpublicrelations.com or 303.589.1303.

The Starling Project – Call for Stories



Kempe CAREs 2016
Blue Ribbon Gala  

Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 6 p.m.
Seawell Grand Ballroom
Live & Silent Auctions, Dinner & Entertainment

Purchase tickets and learn about sponsorships at www.KempeCares.org 
or calling 303.864.5309.

CLINICAL CARE | ADVOCACY | RESEARCH | EDUCATION

To preview items from our gala auction, 
visit www.KempeCAREs.org
A benefit for Kempe to advance the prevention and treatment  
of child abuse and neglect.

Thank you to our 2016 partners.

Facebook.com/KempeFoundation
L I K E  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K F O L L O W  U S  O N

Twitter.com/KempeFoundation     #KempeCares

Ren and Maureen  
Cannon

Education is a core component to fulfilling Kempe’s mission as a world leader in 
the prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect

Kempe training teams develop best practices in the field of child abuse 
prevention and treatment, and share those best practices with others so they can 
directly make an impact on a child’s life. In 2015 alone, nearly 
25,000 individuals attended educational trainings led by Kempe. 

A new program Kempe is spearheading in Colorado is serving 
as a regional trainer for Parent Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT). 
PCIT is an evidence-based treatment for young children with 
behavioral problems. The program places emphasis on improving the 
quality of the parent-child relationship, and changing parent-child 
interaction patterns. Intervention is focused on coaching caregivers 
to effectively handle child misbehavior. Kempe is training child 
welfare professionals to use PCIT with their clients, and it is making 
a difference in the way providers train parents to interact with their 
children. 

Another program changing the way child welfare professionals 
interact with children and families is the Colorado Child Welfare 
Training System (CWTS). It uses problem-based learning and 
practical skill applications to train caseworkers, supervisors, case 
aides and foster parents. This multi-pronged approach is better 
preparing social workers for real-life situations. 

Kempe staff also travel nationally and around the globe to 
educate their peers, policy makers and the public on trends, 

best practices and the latest research. They also serve on local, regional and 
national committees to share their expertise, which is key to changing the way our 
communities think about and talk child abuse and neglect and become involved in 
learning how they can help prevent child abuse and neglect.

Shaping the View of Child Abuse 
Through Education


