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Forty years ago, Dr. C. Henry Kempe 

galvanized our country to put an end to 

child abuse and neglect and said we must 

“recognize that children are being abused, 

the threat is real, and we must do something 

to stop it.” We are still committed to his 

mission and working toward change. Thank 

you for your continued support to help 

children and families who are victims of 

abuse and neglect. They are the ones who 

need us the most!

Fundraising to support The Kempe Center 

continues to be one of the Foundation’s 

main goals. We are fortunate to have a very 

active board of directors and have hired 

Margaret Bachrach, our new and dynamic 

vice president of development. Combined 

with a more-focused strategy, we are 

committed to re-engaging former donors, 

stewarding current donors, and welcoming 

new individuals and corporations to the 

Kempe family. 

We are working to inspire greater donations 

for The Kempe Center while also reducing our  

administrative costs to operate more efficiently  

and cost-effectively.

As we look ahead to 

another forty years 

of world-renowned 

work for children who 

are being abused 

or neglected, we continue to pursue the 

mission pioneered by Dr. Kempe. His vision 

and dedication to children’s well-being is at 

the heart of everything we do.

Thank you again for believing in Kempe and 

in the important work we do on behalf of 

children. Together, we can be the change 

that ends the cycle of abuse and neglect.

Sincerely,

Chronicles

Letter from the President and CEO
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Autumn is my favorite season 

of the year. It’s a great time to 

reflect, look for ways to give 

thanks, and hold your family 

close. 

It’s also the perfect time to think 

about your community. 

At Kempe, we are working everyday to better the lives of 

children who are the victims of child abuse and neglect, and 

we strive to prevent future victims as well. With the advent 

of our new IMHOFF Clinic, we are seeing large numbers of 

children and families who require professional treatment to 

end the cycle of abuse.

As we settle in to begin our new fiscal year, we are 

establishing fundraising priorities, meeting a consistent 

demand for services and education at The Kempe Center, 

and engaging a very talented staff who is excited to tell our 

story. It couldn’t be better!

So, as Chairman, I ask you to please consider The Kempe 

Foundation in your giving plans for the fourth quarter of this 

year and for 2013. We remain committed to the very best 

service and care, and we need your help to fulfill our mission. 

Elections come and go, world events will always shape and 

reshape our priorities, but our cause remains steadfast: the 

prevention, care and love of the children who are surrounded 

by abuse and neglect. Thank you for your consideration.

BuILDInG A BRIGhtER FutuRE FOR KEmPE
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Mark Your Calendars
The Kempe Foundation is already planning a busy and productive year of events, advocacy and education. Please 

mark your calendars now and visit our website often for updates. Kempe.org 

Kempe Takes Venice!
You voted and we heard you. On Saturday, April 20, 2013, our gondolas will float to Italy as Kempe takes Venice in 

the beautiful Seawell Ballroom at the Denver Center for the Performing Arts. 

Back for a command performance are Jack and Adrienne Fitzgibbons who will serve as chairs. We are honored 

to announce that board member Gail Johnson will receive the 2013 Kempe Community Award and the Kempe 

Professional Award will be announced at the gala.

Specific details will be coming soon and the event will include both a live and silent auction.

If you would like to volunteer or become a sponsor, please contact Margaret Bachrach at 303-864-5309.

Andy Boian, Chairman of the Board of Directors



Dr. C. Henry Kempe was committed 

to helping families rebuild precious 

parent-child relationships often 

destroyed during abusive situations. 

The IMHOFF Clinic, named after 

long-time Kempe supporter and board 

member Walter Imhoff, provides 

mental health treatment to children 

and families who are dealing with 

the consequences of child abuse or 

neglect. The clinic, which 

opened in April, serves 

children and families 

who have experienced 

a difficult life event 

such as physical abuse, 

sexual abuse, neglect, 

or a traumatic loss which 

can lead to anxiety, 

depression, behavior 

problems, school difficulties or other 

behavioral health needs.

“Kempe is steadfast in its commitment 

to serve the needs of maltreated 

children to help restore them to their 

full potential,” said Dr. Des Runyan, 

executive director of The Kempe 

Center. “This is what the IMHOFF 

Clinic is all about.”

 

Dr. Bill Betts, associate director for 

mental health, says while not every child 

victimized by abuse and neglect needs 

mental health services, many can be left 

with serious behavior problems. Children 

who have been abused or neglected 

are at a higher risk for developing 

depression, anxiety, eating disorders 

and post-traumatic stress disorder. Even 

when children don’t have a behavioral 

health diagnosis, they can be left with a 

sense of isolation, low self-esteem, fear 

or difficulty trusting other people.

 

Clinicians at The IMHOFF Clinic have 

specialized training and education to 

help treat these issues and restore 

hope to children and families.

 

All services provided at the clinic are 

proven effective through research 

(known as evidence-based practices). 

“We work with families in crisis who 

are dealing with very complicated 

circumstances,” said Meghan Dahlin, 

an IMHOFF clinician. “We are able 

to spend a lot of time with them, and 

through treatment and therapy, teach 

them how to cope and be productive 

in their everyday lives, and build trust 

with those around them despite the 

trauma they have suffered.”

 

Dr. Betts says many families dealing with 

abuse and neglect need mental health 

services but often cannot afford care. 

“Our clinicians spend many hours with 

families and The Kempe 

Center is only minimally 

reimbursed. With more 

outside and private 

funding, we can help 

more families.”

 

In addition to the families 

served on-site at the 

clinic, the staff members 

also offer training and consultation 

to mental health professionals, 

child welfare staff, attorneys, law 

enforcement officials, and related 

professionals working with maltreated 

and trauma-exposed children and 

families. 

“The physical effects of child abuse and 

neglect eventually disappear – bruises 

fade, broken arms heal, a hungry 

stomach is fed,” said Dr. Betts. “But 

the emotional scars left by abuse and 

neglect may never go away without 

therapy and specialized treatment.”
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the Kempe Center spotlight
ImhOFF Clinic: Improving mental health OF Families

“The major long-term 
consequences of child abuse  

and neglect  
are psychological.”

DR. DEs RunyAn
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It has been a year since I arrived and The Kempe Center has 
gone through many positive changes and additions.

• As of mid October, we have added 17 new faculty and staff.
 
• The small preschool was closed because its viability 

was in question but The Kempe Center continues its 
commitment to young children’s mental health. There has 
been a dramatic expansion in access to our mental health 
services in The Kempe Center and in the community. We 
have added a strong group of colleagues with expertise in 
systems and child welfare.

 
• Kempe is augmenting its work in trauma treatment and 

evidence-based practices during a multi-year study to bring 
trauma-informed child welfare practice and evidence-based 
trauma treatment to the children of Denver.

 
• Our Child Protection Team remains strong. The 

Kohl’s Shaken Baby Project continues as a signature, 
collaborative project with Children’s Hospital Colorado.

 
• Dr. Richard Krugman, Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 

and Dean of the University of Colorado School of 
Medicine, and I have been asked to serve on the Child 
Welfare Executive Leadership Committee for the state. Dr. 
Kathy Wells has become the head of the Colorado chapter 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics and is thinking 
broadly about the needs of children throughout the state. 
We are bringing Kempe’s behavioral health expertise to 
all of Denver’s foster children and exploring connections 
to other counties. I have been visiting with child welfare 
leaders in Larimer, Adams, Arapahoe, Prowers and 

Jefferson counties to strengthen relationships. We also 
now have a Community Advisory Board that will help us 
assess how we are doing throughout our community.

 
• While taking care of our community remains a priority, 

Kempe’s reach extends far beyond Denver and Colorado. 
We are assuming the role of host for two annual national 
conferences; one on Family Group Decision Making and 
a second on Differential Response. The Child Trauma 
Program has been training nationally on trauma-treatment 
with thousands of trainees. In addition to the State and 
Regional Team’s (START) multi-state consultation process, 
Kempe is already involved in evaluations of child protective 
services in Ohio and New York.

 
• Our reach is extending internationally again; we were 

recently selected to help New Zealand analyze its national 
child protective services data. Dr. Gary Melton is developing 
a PhD program in child and family studies with the 
University of Pristina in Kosovo. Dr. John Fluke is consulting 
in Scotland and Greece, and a few of us presented at the 
ISPCAN (International Society for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect) conference in Turkey. 

The biggest news is Kempe is strengthening its formal ties 
with the Children’s Hospital Colorado, such that we will be a 
“site of practice” for the hospital. This means we will be billing 
through Children’s for services in our IMHOFF Clinic which 
will be reducing the overhead costs for Kempe.
 
As I look back on our first year, I remain impressed with the 
energy, people, history and potential of Kempe. Thank you 
to all of our supporters for investing in us!

Reflections from Dr. Des Runyan,  
Executive Director of the Kempe Center
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Kempe Takes Hong Kong: 
An Imperial Success!

Jack and Adrienne Fitzgibbons, chairs 

for the evening, welcomed traditional 

Asian lion dancers and the main act, The 

Silhouettes, a local dance group famous for 

their many performances on America’s Got 

Talent last season.

Ed Greene of CBS 4 (pictured with Cheryl 

Preheim, board member and 9News 

anchor) served as master of ceremonies 

and presented the Kempe Professional 

Award to Dr. Andrew Sirotnak, director of 

The Kempe Center’s Child Protection Team 

and director of the Child Abuse Pediatrics 

Fellowship Program. The Community Award 

recipient was Jon Kruljac, long-time Kempe 

supporter and past Kempe Foundation 

board chairman. 

It was a festive celebration but ultimately, 

the evening was all about the children and 

the critical work happening at The Kempe 

Center. This year’s event raised more than 

$200,000 thanks to generous donations by 

guests, donors and sponsors.

Salt on the Rim Stirs up  
Top Marks

The annual Salt on the Rim event, hosted 

by The Kempe Foundation Alliance, was 

again the perennial favorite at the Denver 

Botanic Gardens in July. Chairpersons 

John Farnam, Paul Heitzenrater, Lawrence 

French, Gregory Sargowicki and Terri 

Fisher organized fabulous entertainment 

and welcomed 13 area restaurants, 

caterers and beverage companies. To add 

a touch of friendly competition, restaurants 

Mezcal, Lime and Benny’s Restaurant and 

Tequila Bar competed to make the best 

margarita. After careful sampling, guests 

voted Mezcal‘s marg as their favorite.

“Salt on the Rim is one of the city’s most 

popular fundraisers and we are thrilled to 

call the Denver Botanic Gardens our new 

home,” said John Farnam, Alliance President 

and Salt on the Rim chair. “It is the perfect 

setting to remind all of us how abused and 

neglected children can blossom with the 

help of The Kempe Center.” 

The event raised more than $40,000 for 

The Kempe Center for the Prevention and 

Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect.

Golfers Tee Off for Kempe
Sixty-four golfers showed their support for 

abused and neglected children at the first 

annual Kempe Classic Golf Tournament 

held at The Golf Club at Bear Dance on 

September 13, 2012. It was a glorious fall 

day and $31,570 was raised through player 

registrations and corporate sponsorships. 

Spearheaded by board member Bill 

Mackiernan, the event is destined to 

become a Kempe tradition. 

“The event was successful from tee to 

green,” said Mackiernan. “For those of us 

who love golf, this tournament is a great 

way to help abused and neglected children 

who need the services provided by The 

Kempe Center.”

Among other important guests, Andre Miller 

of the Denver Nuggets stepped off the court 

and onto the course to show his support. 

Major sponsors included Pinnacol Assurance 

and Amgen. Tournament highlights included 

the longest drive competition won by Pat 

Cortez of Wells Fargo. 

We are looking forward to next year’s 

event and appreciate the energy and 

support of the players and sponsors 

who participated during our inaugural 

tournament.

Climb for Kempe 
MegaPath’s Climbing for Kids annual 

charity event hosts novice and serious 

climbers who ascend one of Colorado’s 

favorite fourteeners to raise money for The 

Kempe Center and Children’s Hospital 

Colorado.

This year’s event took place on Mount 

Bierstadt near Georgetown, CO, and 

included approximately 175 climbers. 

More than $48,000 was raised through 

sponsorships, participant registration and 

donations. Way to rock it!

EvEnts AnD hAPPEnInGs
We’ve been busy these past few six months. Here is a look back at several Kempe fundraising events.
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Recently, four new members were elected to The Kempe Foundation 

board of directors and will serve three-year terms. With the addition of 

these members, the total number on the board is 28. 

“We are thrilled and honored to welcome these outstanding individuals to 

The Kempe Foundation board of directors,” said Pat Peterson, president 

and CEO of The Kempe Foundation. “They join an already committed 

and passionate group and we are fortunate to have their guidance and 

expertise as we work together to make a difference in children’s lives.”

April Jones: April Jones is managing partner of Denver-based Jones 

Law Firm, PC, a law practice that represents all areas of family law. Jones 

was appointed by Colorado Governor Bill Ritter to a six-year term as 

nomination commissioner for the nomination of Justices to the Colorado 

Supreme Court and the Colorado Court of Appeals. Licensed in both 

Colorado and California, she also teaches classes on mediation and child 

and family investigation. 

Michael Luby: Michael Luby is the former president and CEO of 

Coolerado Corporation in Denver, and past president and CEO of USAA 

Savings Bank based in San Antonio, TX. With an extensive career in the 

financial industry, his experience includes management positions with 

CoBank and First Interstate Bank (acquired by Wells Fargo). Prior to his 

business career, Luby spent six years in the Air Force as a pilot and flight 

examiner. 

Cheryl Preheim: 9News reporter and weekend anchor, Cheryl has been 

honored with the National Edward R. Murrow award two times. She 

has also won six Emmys as well as numerous awards from the Colorado 

Broadcaster’s Association and the Associated Press. Preheim is a 2012 

Kempe Superhero.

James Herbert Williams: Professor James Herbert Williams is Dean of 

the Graduate School of Social Work at the University of Denver. Prior to 

his appointment in June 2007, he was Foundation Professor of Youth and 

Diversity at the School of Social Work in the College of Public Programs at 

Arizona State University.

Board Members:

Andy Boian, Board Chair, dovetail solutions™

Reynolds Cannon, Board Vice Chair,  
Windsor Capital Partners, LLC

Ruby Kadota, MD, Board Secretary,  
Colorado Permanente Medical Group

Dan Seff, Board Treasurer, The Seff Group, P.C.

Jamie Angelich, Community Leader

Yvonne Camacho, Simpson Housing LLLP

Stephen Daniels, PhD, MD,  
University of Colorado School of Medicine

John Faught, Esq., Fognani & Faught, PLLC

Bruce Fowler, Esq., Fairfield and Woods, PC 

Patrice Gendelman , Hannah Rose Knows, LLC

Walter Imhoff, Community Leader

Gail Johnson, Community Leader

April Jones, Esq., Jones Law Firm, PC

Richard Krugman, MD,  
Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs and Dean of the 
University of Colorado School of Medicine

Jon Kruljac, MLV & Co.

Mike Luby, Community Leader

Bill Mackiernan, Clarkson Capital

Tate McCoy, Lockton Companies

Patricia L. Peterson, B.S.N., J.D.,  
The Kempe Foundation, President /CEO 

Cheryl Preheim, 9News

Des Runyan, MD, DrPH, Executive Director,  
The Kempe Center

David Savitz, Esq., Attorney at Law

Mark Smith, M.J. Smith & Associates

Lisa Taussig, Community Leader

Sandra Walling, Community Leader 

Kareina Westlund, U.S. Bank 

James Herbert Williams, University of Denver

John Farnam/Paul Heitzenrater,  
The Kempe Foundation Alliance Co-Presidents

Foundation Staff:

Patricia L. Peterson, President and CEO 
peterson.patricia@kempe.org, 303-864-5304

Margaret Bachrach, Vice President of Development 
bachrach.margaret@kempe.org, 303-864-5309

Aubrey Ryan, Development Associate  
ryan.aubrey@kempe.org, 303-864-5311

Peggy Sands, Office/HR Manager 
sands.peggy@kempe.org, 303-864-5301

Lindsey Smith, Vice President of Communications 
smith.lindsey@kempe.org, 303-864-5317

Julia Stone, Chief Operating Officer 
stone.julia@kempe.org, 303-864-5312

Monica Strunk, Grant Manager 
strunk.monica@kempe.org, 303-864-5308

new members Add Expertise  
to Kempe Foundation Board of Directors



Following a very volatile divorce, Sandra and her former 

husband were ordered to share custody of their children. 

Sandra soon became aware that her three children were 

being physically, sexually and emotionally abused by their 

father. Several doctors and other caregivers subsequently 

confirmed that there were significant signs of abuse. 

Sandra was referred to The Kempe Center’s IMHOFF Clinic 

(Improving Mental Health OF Families) in early September 

and is working with clinician Meghan Dahlin. Dahlin meets 

with the children weekly, in separate sessions, working 

to lessen the consequences of abuse. All of the children 

need help with emotion regulation, coping skills and with 

rebuilding trust. Dahlin provides tailored, individual therapy 

to each child to help them recover from the trauma they 

have experienced so eventually they can thrive in the 

everyday lives.

Sandra is also receiving treatment at the IMHOFF Clinic 

under the care of clinician Diane Baird. When children are 

being abused they react in ways that are hard to understand. 

Parents need help raising and nurturing abused children and 

this requires a different set of skills. Baird is teaching Sandra 

therapeutic and attachment parenting skills that coincide 

with the therapy the children are receiving. Baird, Dahlin 

and the family work cohesively to learn to deal with the 

abuse. They are also working to get Sandra’s children into a 

safe environment.

“We deal with complicated clinical issues at IMHOFF,” 

said Dahlin. “Fortunately, The Kempe Center’s skilled 

professionals are able to teach these children and their 

families how to address their issues and develop healthy 

interpersonal skills.”

Heartstrings:
Emotional scars  
of Child Abuse

NEArly 30 PErCENT  
OF ABuSED AND 

NEglECTED ChilDrEN 
will lATEr ABuSE 

ThEir OwN ChilDrEN, 
CONTiNuiNg  

ThE CyClE OF ABuSE.
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LOOKInG AhEAD…

ChERRy CREEK hIGh sChOOL’s DECA tELEthOn – november 29, 2012: The telethon 

will benefit The Kempe Foundation. Call the telethon hotline at 720-554-2200 (Nov. 29 only).

COLORADO GIvEs DAy – December 4, 2012: The value of your donation increases when you 

support The Kempe Foundation on Colorado Gives Day. Give at www.givingfirst.org/Kempe.

ChILD ABusE AwAREnEss mOnth – April, 2013: During this month-long observance, Kempe 

raises awareness about child abuse and neglect, and educates the public about prevention.

KEmPE tAKEs vEnICE – APRIL 20, 2013: The annual gala will be held at the Denver Center for 

Performing Arts in the Seawall Ballroom to raise funds for the prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect.

For more information about any of these events, visit kempe.org and click on “Events.”

GET INVOLVED! We need YOU. Use your talents for good and become an Alliance member and volunteer. 

For more information visit www.kempe.org/volunteer.


