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Helping Preston and
His Family Move Forward

Certain dates are memorable to people for
different reasons; on one end of the pendulum
– a celebration of an event such as a birthday or
anniversary – and on the other end, a specific
life-changing event that will forever be marked.
Wednesday, February 6, 2013 is an unfortunate date
that will not be celebrated by the Slater Family. This
is the date that a close friend of the family abused
their son Preston.
The Slater family is close, making this event even
more devastating. Both parents Chris and Tina work
in the insurance business. When Chris isn’t refereeing
basketball games, he and Tina are both pouring their
time into the lives of their two children, Preston and
Aubrey. That is why their situation is so alarming. They
both trusted a family friend only to be blindsided by

“The Child Protection
Team is truly the hero
in our fight, and Denise
is one of the best in the
world. Without them and
the Children’s Hospital
Colorado, we would have
been torn to pieces.”
-Chris Slater, Preston’s father

his actions. Their son Preston was physically abused,
and as a result suffered a serious brain hemorrhage.
Fortunately, after proceeding to Children’s
Hospital Colorado, the Slater family was introduced
to the Child Protection Team from Kempe. Although
the Slater Family had never heard of Kempe, Denise
Abdoo, Senior Instructor of Pediatrics was there to
familiarize them and help them through this difficult
process. In fact, Denise was with the Slater family
from the beginning. Her tender professionalism
is representative of the entire staff of the Child
Protection Team and has continued during the
follow up process with the Slater family. As Chris
states, “the Child Protection Team is truly the hero in
our fight, and Denise is one of the best in the world.
Without them and the Children’s Hospital Colorado,
we would have been torn to pieces.”
Today, Preston is doing great, and everyday he
is getting stronger. He is providing ample laughter
to the family. The Slaters are so thankful for his
life and look forward to watching him grow and
someday have a family of his own. They have follow
up meetings with the professionals at Kempe and
take comfort and gain strength in knowing Kempe
is there to provide guidance and monitor their
situation. Again, Chris shares, “We try to move on
and make the best of every day; we thank God for
places like Kempe.”
To see the video of “Preston’s Story”,
please go to www.kempe.org or find it on
YouTube by searching Kempe Center – Child
Protection Team.

Th e Ke m p e S o c i e t y
When you include Kempe in your estate plan, you leave a legacy of hope to an abused child.
For more information, please contact: Paul A. Dunne, CFRE – Vice President of Development –
303.864.5309 or dunne.paul@kempe.org

John D. Faught Joins
The Kempe Foundation as
Chief Executive Officer
The Kempe Foundation is excited to
announce the selection of John D. Faught as
their new CEO. Currently serving as a Board
Member and advocate, John will assume his
role on July 1, 2014.
“John is a great asset to The Kempe
Foundation and we are confident he will continue
to lead us in expanding our reach in helping
children and families in Colorado and towards
becoming a nationally recognized organization”
said Ren Cannon, Chairman of The Kempe
Foundation Board of Directors. “His knowledge
and understanding of the issues important to
Kempe will ensure our continued success well
into the future.”
For the past 20 years, while actively engaged
in private legal practice, John has been a respected
leader on The Kempe Foundation’s Board, with a
primary focus on advocacy and public policy on
behalf of the children and families served by The
Kempe Center.
Through advocacy, John has helped to create
and implement strategies to increase Kempe’s
participation in public policy and legislative
matters, be a strong advocate for children at risk
and shape and pursue the enactment of laws
that will better protect children. In John’s new
role as CEO of the Foundation, it is expected
that he will extend that advocacy and public
policy work to the national stage.

Finkelhor Receives First
National Kempe Scientific
Impact Award
On Friday May 2nd, 2014 at the 19th Annual
National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect
in New Orleans, LA, David Finkelhor, PhD, director
of the Crimes against Children Research Center
and co-director of the Family Research Laboratory
at the University of New Hampshire was named
the first recipient of the National Kempe Scientific
Impact Award.
This award from The Kempe Center will be
given annually to a research scholar who has made
leading and sustained scientific contributions
during the past decade to the field of child abuse
and neglect.

A New Beginning

BOARD MEMBER LISTING:

John D. Faught, Chief Executive Officer of The Kempe Foundation
Board of Directors
It may seem like déjà vu, but that’s not how I view it. As some of you may recall,
I assumed the role of Interim President/CEO of the Kempe Foundation from 2004-2005 as
we conducted a nationwide search for a new CEO. This time there is no “interim” in the
designation. Under the leadership of Ren Cannon, Chair, the Board has asked me to fully
take on the role of President/CEO. This means that I have the responsibility to help guide
the Foundation in expanding support of The Kempe Center and its role in public awareness
and advocacy in furthering the vision of ending child abuse. I’m honored by the confidence the Board has placed in
me and look forward to working with The Kempe Center, Foundation staff and Board to meet the challenges ahead.
The Kempe Foundation has long been recognized as a financial resource for the work of The Kempe Center. Your
support is why we have been able to continue the legacy of Dr. C. Henry Kempe through the funding of The Kempe
Center programs which include – Clinical Care; Advocacy/Community Services; Research; and Education/Training
(CARE). The Kempe Center’s professionals and programs are acclaimed nationally and internationally as models for
the prevention and treatment of abuse and neglect. However, The Mission of the Foundation is broader and includes
the laudable goals of increasing public awareness about child abuse and neglect and how it can be prevented; and
engaging in advocacy so we can ensure the adoption of appropriate public policies and the availability of funding so
that our children have the best opportunity to thrive.

Public Awareness and Public Policy at the State Level
The Foundation has been very active in Colorado for over ten years on the public awareness and advocacy
fronts. Most recently, in partnership with Children’s Hospital Colorado, you likely have seen the Kohl’s Shaken
Baby Syndrome Prevention Campaign ads. Your support has made these public awareness efforts possible. We are
pleased to report that in partnership with The Kempe Center, the Foundation has made significant progress toward
its advocacy objectives and strategies at the state level. With the excellent support of the Foundation staff and the
professionals and staff at the Center, we have established Kempe as a credible and reliable resource in Colorado.

National Public Policy
The public policy and advocacy work at the state and local levels has taught us the importance of Kempe’s
involvement in public policy if we are going to significantly elevate Kempe’s impact on the lives of abused and
neglected children. The Foundation Board decided the time is right for Kempe to expand its reach by stepping into the
national public policy arena, and thereby potentially impacting the lives of hundreds, if not thousands, of additional
children. To initiate this national advocacy effort, Ren Cannon, Chair of the Board, and I traveled to Washington,
D.C. in late March of this year. We met with Senators Udall and Bennet and received their commitment to the cause
of protecting children and to support Kempe’s efforts. We also met with members of the staff of Congresswoman
DeGette and representatives of various federal agencies.
Your continued donations are critical as it helps us to provide greater
support for the Kempe Center and to ensure that every child has the opportunity
to develop and grow up in a safe, healthy and nurturing environment.

2014 Kempe Gala a Huge Success
Kempe is excited to announce that we raised $440,000 at this
year’s annual gala, Embrace Kids, Embrace Colorado. This is a
record fundraising gala for The Kempe Foundation. Thank you to
all who were in attendance or who support us and continue to help
the work of The Kempe Center.
At this year’s gala, we were honored to present awards to
three very deserving individuals for their work and dedication to
the children and families in Colorado.
The Imhoff Family Community Award was presented to David
Savitz in recognition of his volunteer commitment to support Kempe
families through fundraising, public awareness and involvement in
the community.
The Professional Award was presented to Kathryn Wells,
MD, FAAP in recognition of her leadership within the medical
community to make positive change for children and families
suffering from abuse and neglect.
The Child Advocacy Award was presented to State Senator
Linda Newell in recognition of her outstanding efforts to help
develop public policy that serves the best interests of our most
vulnerable population.
Congratulations to all of our winners and thank you for your
continued work!
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National Kappa Kappa Iota, Inc.
On December 6, 1921, a group of public school teachers and college professors gathered in Stillwater, Oklahoma
to share teaching ideas, to socialize and to simply have fun. Among them were Mary Brogden and Mable Caldwell,
two educators at Oklahoma A&M (now Oklahoma State University), who played a significant role in the founding of
the sorority. They obtained a state charter in Oklahoma on January 10, 1922. At the annual meeting on February 6, 1931,
the name was changed to Kappa Kappa Iota.
Kappa Kappa Iota has the distinction of being the oldest organization for educators in the United States. It was
formed to promote good fellowship and fraternal cooperation; to oppose all forces which do not tend toward the
improvement of public schools; to issue charters signifying membership to local chapters; and to receive fees to
provide scholarship funds for deserving education majors.
For over 20 years, Kappa Kappa Iota has proudly sponsored The Kempe Foundation as
its National Philanthropic Project. Since July 1993, over $70,000 in donations received from
National, Local, Council, and State Conclaves, as well as individual members, have helped to
improve the lives of abused children and to prevent others from being maltreated.
National Kappa Kappa Iota, Inc. www.nationalkappakappaiota.org

THE KEMPE FOUNDATION STAFF:
John Faught – President & CEO:
303.864.5304: faught.john@kempe.org
Paul A. Dunne, CFRE – Vice President of
Development:
303.864.5309: dunne.paul@kempe.org
Julia Stone – Chief Operating Officer:
303.864.5312: stone.julia@kempe.org
Ashley Davis – Director of Special Events
and Volunteers:
303.864.5313: davis.ashley@kempe.org
Brian Heider – Grants Manager:
303.864.5308:heider.brian@kempe.org
Aubrey Ryan – Database Manager/
Development Associate:
303.864.5311: ryan.aubrey@kempe.org
Peggy Sands Weston – Office/HR Manager:
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Think Globally, Act Locally: The Director’s Column
Desmond Runyan, MD, DrPH, Executive Director of The Kempe Center
Kempe, although based in Denver, Colorado, has an international
reputation. This began early as Dr. Kempe’s seminal article on the Battered
Child Syndrome in 1962 was widely seen around the world. By 1977, Dr.
Kempe had consulted widely around the world on child abuse and had
helped found the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and
Neglect (ISPCAN). We have a long legacy of hosting international scholars at
Kempe including Drs. David Jones of Oxford University and Kim Oates of the
University of Sydney School of Medicine. We continue to benefit from Dr.
Kempe’s international connections, as we are co-located with ISPCAN and
co-host a global forum on child abuse every other year. Two of our faculty,
Don Bross and Gary Melton, are the editors of Child Abuse & Neglect: The
International Journal.
We need to continue to earn our international reputation by modeling state
of the art medical and mental health treatment, ground-breaking prevention
programs such as the Strong Communities and the SafeCare® home visitation
program already established in 14 Colorado counties.
John Fluke, PhD, Associate Professor and Associate Director for Systems
Research, has long-standing collaborations in a number of countries including
Saudi Arabia, Canada, and Great Britain. Drs Fluke and Katherine Casillas
collaborated with UNICEF in an analysis of child discipline data collected in more
than 30 countries. This data is a source for country reports to the UN Commission
on the Rights of the Child. Our child protection team was asked by ISPCAN to
review and revise the international medical curriculum. Professors Gary Melton
and Robin Kimbrough-Melton have been collaborating with colleagues in Israel,
the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and Kosovo on the Strong Communities
program. Dr. Monica Fitzgerald has taught Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral

therapy (TF-CBT) in Turkey, Lebanon, Singapore, and
Japan. Professors Don Bross and Ed Goldson have been
teaching about child abuse to medical professionals in
Chile, Peru, and Ecuador. Last fall, three Kempe faculty
traveled to Viña Del Mar, Chile to present to the 8th
Annual Latin American Conference on Child Abuse and
Neglect. Last summer Dr. Antonia Chiesa spent 3 weeks
in Wales working on systematic reviews of the medical literature on child abuse.
Most recently our faculty members Monica Fitzgerald and Gail Ryan developed
a proposal for training in Belarus in response to a significant problem of youth
victimization.
We also have had a number of recent international visitors to Kempe
including Dr. Sabine Maguire from Wales and Professor Jaap Doek from the
Netherlands. Currently, we have two international trainees: Ms. Sangwon
Kim is a doctoral student in psychology from South Korea and Yanghee Lee,
an ISPCAN councilor and former head of the International Committee on the
Rights of the Child. Dr. Jonathan Davidov is our second Haruv Institute PostDoctoral Fellow from Israel. Additionally, other recent international visitors
have included professionals from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Australia and England.
A new Israeli post-doc will be joining Dr. Katherine Casillas and the SafeCare®
project by the end of the summer. These Kempe-trained visitors carry back
advanced knowledge in child abuse and neglect to other countries but also
make us better scholars and clinicians who understand the role of culture as
we take care of children here in Denver and around
the Rocky Mountain region.

KEMPE TOURS
Come visit us at The Kempe Center and Foundation offices. Take a guided
tour of the Kempe offices including the International Society for the Prevention
of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) and the National Association of Counsel
for Children (NACC) led by Kim Pierpoint, MSHA Administrator –The Kempe
Center, the IMHOFF Clinic by William Betts,Ph.D, Assistant Professor of
Pediatrics – University Of Colorado School of Medicine, a trip to Children’s
Hospital Colorado to meet with Antonia Chiesa, MD, Assistant Professor Of
Pediatrics-University of Colorado School of Medicine and the Child Protection

Team and finally lunch and questions with Des Runyan, MD, DrPH, Professor
of Pediatrics-University of Colorado School of Medicine and Executive Director
of The Kempe Center.
Please call Aubrey Ryan at the Kempe Foundation offices (303-564-5311) to
make reservations. Space is limited to 20 people.

Tour Dates:

07/30/14
10/21/14
*All tours start at 11:30am and end at 1pm

02/18/15

04/29/15

News from The Kempe Center:
Four Kempe Center
Physicians Included
in 5280 Magazine
Top Docs

Congratulations to:
Andrew Sirotnak, MD
Antonia Chiesa, MD
Kathryn Wells, MD, FAAP
Ed Goldson, MD

Des Runyan
Receives Distinguished Contribution
to Child Advocacy Award

Des Runyan, MD executive director of
The Kempe Center is the 2014 recipient of the
Distinguished Contribution to Child Advocacy
Award, which is presented annually by the
American Psychological Association (APA) to
a non-psychologist who has made significant
contributions to advocacy on behalf of children,
youth, and families.

APHSA Selects The Kempe Center
as 2014 Academic Excellence
Award Recipient

The American Public Human Services Association
(APHSA) and its members have selected the Kempe
Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Child
Abuse and Neglect as one of the recipients of
APHSA’s 2014 Academic Excellence Awards. The
Kempe Center was nominated by Julie Krow, M.A.,
L.P.C Director, Colorado Department of Human
Services, Office of Children, Youth and Families.
The APHSA is a bipartisan, nonprofit membership
association representing appointed state and local
health and human service agency commissioners.
The Academic Excellence Award was established
to recognize a school of social work or other
college/university programs in human services for
outstanding contributions to the field. The APHSA
believes that higher education organizations are
invaluable partners in state agencies’ efforts to
serve children and families and are deserving of
recognition for their contributions to improved
outcomes.

Andy Sirotnak Elected to Serve as
Chairperson of the AAP

Andy Sirotnak, MD, FAAP was elected to
serve as Chairperson of the American Academy
of Pediatrics (AAP) Section on Child Abuse and
Neglect for a term ending in
November 2016.
The Section on Child
Abuse and Neglect (SOCAN)
was founded in 1990 and
is dedicated to improving
the recognition and care
of infants, children, and
adolescents who are abused
and neglected.

Dr. Desmond Runyan and Julie Krow with the APHSA 2014 Academic
Excellence Award which was presented to The Kempe Center.

Gary Melton to Receive Distinguished
Contribution Award from APA

Gary Melton, PhD, professor of pediatrics and
associate director of community engagement and
prevention at The Kempe Center, will be receiving
his fourth Distinguished Contribution Award from
the American Psychological Association APA; he is
the first psychologist to be honored with four awards
over the course of his career.

University of Colorado Med School’s
Longtime Dean Krugman Departing
By Michael Booth
Dr. Richard Krugman announced Monday he
will soon leave his longtime position as dean of
the University of Colorado School of Medicine,
where he has served more than two decades .
Krugman, a pediatrician who came to
prominence as head of the Kempe National
Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Child
Abuse and Neglect, will stay on at CU’s Anschutz
campus in Aurora until a successor is found.
Krugman began as acting dean before taking
the permanent position in March 1992.
During Krugman’s tenure, the medical school
moved from east Denver to the Anschutz campus
alongside University of Colorado Hospital.
The school worked closely with the hospital
to attract new faculty members and research
talent as the hospital system grew along the
Front Range and into other states.
Krugman has also backed stronger ethical
policies, including a clampdown on CU-related
physicians accepting pharmaceutical company
payments that have drawn widespread criticism.
Krugman, 71, will go back to the Kempe
Center after the next dean is named.

New Kempe Foundation Board of Directors
We welcome the following individuals to the Kempe Foundation’s Board of Directors.
Patricia Imhoff,
Katherine Grace Investments, LLC
Patty Imhoff has years of corporate leadership and community
service involvement. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in
International Affairs and a MBA from the University of
Colorado. Ms. Imhoff has worked within the government
(US Treasury Department, City of Denver Advisory Council
on International Trade and Colorado’s Office of International
Trade), within the business world and within the community
supporting numerous organizations. She serves on the Steering Committee for the
University of Colorado Business School, is a member of the University of Colorado
Creating Futures Council and is on the Advisory Board for the International Health
Program at the University of Colorado.
John Kellogg, Esq.
Chair, Business Section
Moye White, LLP
John Kellogg is an Attorney & Partner with Moye White,
LLP. In addition to his law degree Mr. Kellogg has an
undergraduate degree in Accounting and Finance. His
law practice focuses on corporate law and governance,
securities, non-profit governance/formation and mergers
and acquisitions. Mr. Kellogg is actively involved in various
community organizations serving youth and children. He has been a member of
The Kempe Foundation’s Finance Committee for the past year.

Marvin E. McDaniel Jr.
Senior Vice President & Chief Administrative Officer
Xcel Energy
Marvin McDaniel has been with Xcel Energy and its
predecessor company for more than 26 years. He is presently
the Senior VP and Chief Administrative Officer for Xcel, where
he has responsibilities for multiple service functions. Mr.
McDaniel holds a Master of Business Administration degree
from Regis University and is a Certified Public Accountant
(inactive) in Colorado. He is on the policy board of the American Benefits Council
and is on the advisory board for the College of Management at Regis University. He
also serves on the board of the Xcel Energy Foundation.
Joanie Wattles
Philanthropist
Joanie Wattles has dedicated her life to children’s issues and
activities which support their well-being. She holds a BA in
Psychology from Stanford University and an MA in Human
Development from Northwestern University. Ms. Wattles
worked professionally as a kindergarten teacher, in research
and development for Playskool Toy Company and in market
research for Needham, Harper and Steers. Ms. Wattles has
served on various community boards and committees and has been actively
involved in improving the lives of children and youth in the communities where
she has lived.

Kempe @ The Capitol
The Kempe Center is continuing to grow and expand the programs offered to families and
children here in Colorado. In FY2013, the Colorado Department of Human Services awarded
The Kempe Center contracts for two extremely important state initiatives: spearheading the
Child Welfare Training System and implementing the statewide SafeCare program.
The Colorado Child Welfare Training System is a strength-based, family centered, and
competency-based training program for child welfare professionals and para-professionals.
The Kempe Center oversees the delivery of specialized courses for caseworkers, supervisors,
case service aides, mandatory reporters, foster parents and other child and family serving
personnel.
SafeCare is an evidence-based home visitation program for families with children ages
0-5 that provides parents and caregivers with skills that address home safety, parenting, and
children’s health needs. The Kempe Center will also be involved in efforts to evaluate the
effectiveness of the SafeCare program in a voluntary setting.

On May 19, 2014 the Child Welfare Training System hosted the Southeast Regional
Training Center (SERTC) grand opening event.

Please support The Kempe Foundation and join us for these upcoming events!

Fore the Kids

Saturday, July 19, 2014
5:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Wellshire Event Center
3333 S. Colorado Blvd., Denver, CO 80222
Tickets: $100/Person
For tickets and more information,
please visit www.kempe.org/salt2014
or call Ashley Davis at 303-864-5313
®

Monday, September 15, 2014
Cherry Creek Country Club
For tickets and more information,
please visit www.kempe.org/kempeclassic
or call Ashley Davis at 303.864.5313.
Presented by The Kempe Foundation

Cora Sexton
Wheeler
Support The Kempe Foundation
to make a difference in an abused child’s life.

